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Background Information

In 1654, 23 Jews arrived on the shores of New Amsterdam (today New York City), marking the arrival of the first Jewish immigrants who came to settle in North America. In 2004, the 350th anniversary of Jewish history in North America was celebrated. Following this historic celebration, efforts to commemorate a national month in honor of Jewish history was envisioned by U.S. Representatives Deborah Wasserman Schultz (D, FL) and Henry Hyde (R-IL). They introduced a resolution to the United States House of Representatives calling for creation of Jewish American Heritage Month (JAHM). This resolution won strong support in both the House of Representatives and the Senate and President George W. Bush issued a Proclamation on April 20, 2006 calling on the nation to commemorate JAHM. In May 2008, the third annual Jewish American Heritage Month was proclaimed by President Bush. The 2008 presidential proclamation states:

“Jewish American Heritage Month is an opportunity to celebrate the history, culture, and faith of Jewish Americans and their contributions to our Nation. 

The story of the Jewish people in America is the story of America itself. When the first Jewish settlers arrived on our shores hundreds of years ago, they saw a land of promise and liberty. With hard work and determination, these individuals helped build our country and strengthen our values. Their commitment to religious freedom and their belief in democracy have enriched our society and helped make our country a beacon of hope for all. 

Many Jewish Americans have served in our military with valor and distinction in times of war and peace. We pay special tribute to all those who stepped forward when our country needed them most. These American heroes confronted grave dangers to protect our Nation. 

During Jewish American Heritage Month and throughout the year, we honor Jewish Americans who played an integral role in shaping the cultural fabric of our Nation. Their spirit and talents have helped America succeed and prosper, and their efforts continue to remind us of the many blessings of this great country. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 2008 as Jewish American Heritage Month. I call upon all Americans to observe this month with appropriate programs and activities to honor Jewish Americans across the country. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-ninth day of April, in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-second. GEORGE W. BUSH ”
AMERICAN JEWISH HISTORY MONTH 2010
RESEARCH

Using the Internet and other resources in your classroom and media center, research and respond to the following:
1. In the history of film and cinema, there have been scores of Jewish actors, comedians, and filmmakers. The first “talking movie,” The Jazz Singer, was about a young Jewish man.  A modern-day example is director Steven Spielberg, who is a major filmmaker today and is Jewish American. Research American Jews and their involvement in theatre, film, acting, writing, and directing. Consider narrowing your research to subjects like “Jewish filmmakers” or “The Plays of Sholem Aleichem.”

2. Research the subject of Jews in the Civil War, using the National Museum of American Jewish Military History as your starting point. What was this time period like for American Jewry? Was there anything that stands out about the Jewish community during this tumultuous time? Write an essay paper outlining your research and explaining the reasons why this time was or was not, in your opinion, more or less challenging for the American Jewish community. Note: if you research www.jewishmuseum.org, you will find the Jewish Museum of Florida  has a 2010 exhibit on “Florida Jews in the Military.”
3. Research the early pogroms in the 1900’s in Eastern Europe against the Jews  and their impact on American Jewish immigration. Show in a report to the class how these Jewish immigrants found their lives changed for the better upon arrival in this country? What were the challenges of immigration at this time? Research further to discover what life was like for the typical European Jewish immigrant in American between 1890 and 1930. 

4. What other groups have faced prejudice and bigotry alongside the Jewish community in the United States?  Research the similarities and differences between these groups and how they have combated persecution because of their color or religious affiliation. 

5. Philanthropy has always been a core value of the American Jewish Community. The Jewish Federations of North America represents 157 Jewish Federations and 400 network communities which raise and distribute monies for social welfare, social services, and educational needs. Research the website www.jewishfederations.org and prepare a report for your class on the role of the American Jewish Federations in fulfilling the core value of philanthropy of American Jews.
6. The first Jewish members of the United States House of Representatives were Lewis Charles Levin and Senator David Yulee both elected in 1845. Research the Congress of the United States and find 5 Jewish Americans who you can highlight in a report to your class who are making a difference as Jewish Americans serving our government today.

7. Jewish Americans have always been actively involved in such movements and issues as worker rights, civil rights, women’s rights, freedom of religion, peace movements and various other progressive causes.  Choose as a project to research one of these major issues and discuss with your class how American Jews  have made a difference in promoting this cause and still do today.
8. American Jews have embraced and celebrate many of the holidays of their ancestors from Eastern Europe; i.e., Passover, The 9th Day of Av (Tish B’Av), Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur. Research these holidays and prepare a power point presentation with appropriate pictures of how these holidays are celebrated by American Jews and why.
9. Most Eastern European Jews brought the Yiddish language with them after immigrating to America. The children and grandchildren of these immigrants have adopted and adapted many of the colorful and descriptive Yiddish phrases into the American Jewish Culture. Research the Yiddish language and find how many phrases are currently used by our American society of Jews and Non-Jews  as slang or descriptive terminology. Use as a reference the book, “The Joys of Yiddish” written by Leo Rosten.
10. Now that you have researched the presence of American Jews since their early immigration to the United States, create a photo timeline from the earliest history you have found of their presence to the present day. Post the timeline in a prominent spot in the classroom so as you do the following projects and activities, the class can easily correlate the posted timeline with the activity.

REFLECT, WRITE, CREATE
1. There are American Jews of almost every ancestral background since Judaism not only embraces a religion, but it is also a culture. There are Jews of African descent, Indian descent, European descent, Middle Eastern descent, and Hispanic descent. Divide the classroom into five groups and have each group choose one of the cultures listed here to research American Jews of these ancestral backgrounds and then have each group of students give oral reports on each of these groups  and how and when they immigrated to become American Jews

2. Levi Strauss (1829-1902) was a German Jewish immigrant who founded the first company in America to manufacture blue jeans after he moved to San Francisco. Through research, find other notable Jewish Americans who founded major clothing stores in America; i.e., Nieman Marcus.  Give a power point presentation to the class showing famous department stores around the country which were founded by Jewish Americans

3. There are many organizations in the American Jewish community that were founded to combat anti-Semitism. Jewish Americans can be identified as a major group that struggles for equality for all groups of people. Prepare panels of students to discuss these organizations and what their contributions are in fighting anti-Semitism. Some examples are: the Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish Committee, and the American Jewish Congress.

4. Many notable Jewish Americans have played important roles as Broadway musical writers and directors.  Research the history American Jewish themed   Broadway plays which have been hits in the past 25 years and post pictures of these titles and summaries of the plays on a bulletin board in the classroom for all to see and discuss. Some ideas would include: “Yentl” and ”Fiddler on the Roof.”
5. American Jewish individuals and organizations were and continue to be very active in the American Civil Rights movement Research and then present in panel groups how American Jews were involved in such movements in 1964 as the white Freedom Riders, and the challenge of Jim Crow Laws as part of “Freedom Summer”.

6. There are many notable historical Jewish Americans in the field of medicine. Research such names as Jonas Salk and Albert Sabin. Prepare a bulletin board in the classroom titled “Notable Jewish Americans in Medicine.” Find pictures of these notables, post them and then be prepared to give a class lecture on these important people and their contributions to our society.

7. There are many outstanding contributions made in the digital world by Jewish Americans. Using technology, (power point, slides, film) prepare a presentation highlighting the following: Sergy Brin who co-founded Google, Michael Dell, founder and CEO of Dell Inc., and Mark Zuckerburg, the CEO of Facebook.

8. The April 20, 2010 issue of the Jewish Journal highlights 33 of the Most Influential Jews in South Florida. Research the Jewish Journal at www.FloridaJewishJournal.com and pick 20 of the 33 names. Divide the class into four groups and have each group thoroughly research the biographies of five of the personalities noted. If possible, try to make appointments with those from the Miami area and interview them with your own questions about their lives and commitments to the Jewish community in Miami-Dade County. Have each group, in panel form, discuss and present to the rest of the class your findings with emphasis on why they found their selected individual fascinating to discuss. Have each group invite one of the five to come visit the class and speak.

9. There are many notable Jewish American women who have been influential in the public’s recognition of accomplishments by American Jews. Prepare a power point presentation to your class on the following women specifically pointing out each woman’s influence to the community at large: Betty Friedan, Barbara Walters, Ruth Bader Ginsberg, and Gloria Steinem. After your presentation, ask your classmates to begin researching the same idea only bringing in new names and photos. Prepare a bulletin board of their findings for the classroom to see and offer to share with the school library as well so the entire school can view  this information for American Jewish History Month.

10. Lead the class in preparing a Jewish American History Month celebration in your school. Contact various Jewish organizations you have researched in the community and ask if a representative will come to your school to talk about Jewish Americans in the community who have been inspirational and leaders to the rest of the community in the field of arts, business, and education. Ask the library to assist by posting the work and research your classmates have done in a prominent place.  Ask the cafeteria if they would prepare a meal during the month of Jewish origin and then ask the music teacher if a program can be planned consisting of Jewish song and dance. The goal of all this of course is to help the rest of the school in  better appreciating and understanding the American Jewish Culture for purposes of multicultural awareness and bringing everyone together in a unifying experience.
WEBSITES
www.ajhs.org: American Jewish Historical Society. Includes a variety of resource items including American Jewish History in images and portraits of American Jews.

www.amuseum.org/jahf: Jewish-American Hall of Fame. Includes short biographies and video clips of many prominent American Jewish people such as those Jews who helped Columbus, a Revolutionary War patriot, and Houdini. A quiz and virtual tour introduce visitors to American Jews in areas ranging from science to sports, from medicine to music. 

www.350th.org: This website celebrates 350 years of Jewish Life in America. It includes a timeline of American Jewish History and “This Month in Jewish History” where visitors can select a month and see what happened in that month in years past. Also included are special exhibits and documents.

www.americanjewisharchives: The history of American Jewry through illustrations and documents.

http://www.jewsinamerica.org: The American Jewish experience as seen through photographs, documents, and other artifacts. Visitors can view these materials by selecting various periods of time.

www.jewishheritage.us: Includes timelines from 1585 as well as chapters in American Jewish history.

www.jwa.org: Jewish Women’s Archives. Includes exhibits based upon American Jewish women who have made significant contributions to this country.

www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org: Includes information about Jewish life, including the American Jewish winners of the Nobel Prize.

WEBSITES (continued)
www.science.co.il/Nobel.asp: Lists Nobel Prize winners and has various ways of sorting names, including nationality.


http://www.jewsinsports.org/:  Outlines the history of Jews in sports history. 

      www.jewishmuseum.org :       A resource on the Jewish Museum in Miami Beach, Florida

      www.jewishfederations.org:    A directory and history of American Jewish Federations

      www.FloridaJewishJournal.com:  A major South Florida Jewish Newspaper    
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION POLICY

Federal and State Laws

The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida adheres to a policy of nondiscrimination in employment and educational programs/activities and strives affirmatively to provide equal opportunity for all as required by law:

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, or national origin.

Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended - prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, or national origin.

Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of gender. 

Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA), as amended - prohibits discrimination on the basis of age with respect to individuals who are at least 40.

The Equal Pay Act of 1963, as amended - prohibits gender discrimination in payment of wages to women and men performing substantially equal work in the same establishment.

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - prohibits discrimination against the disabled.

Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) - prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities in employment, public service, public accommodations and telecommunications.

The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) - requires covered employers to provide up to 12 weeks of unpaid, job-protected leave to “eligible” employees for certain family and medical reasons.

The Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 - prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions.

Florida Educational Equity Act (FEEA) - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, national origin, marital status, or handicap against a student or employee.

Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 - secures for all individuals within the state freedom from discrimination because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status.

Veterans are provided re-employment rights in accordance with P.L. 93-508 (Federal Law) and Section 295.07 (Florida Statutes), which stipulates categorical preferences for employment. 
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